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to be a servant, wanted to have kept his money private, but
was detected, and found to have 200,000 rupees (which
amounts to about 25,000 pounds of our money) in pearls,
for which they demanded double duty. This day Arthur
Pollard, Esq., our Consul at Aleppo, having had notice of
my coming, sent me a letter by a priest, which contained a
very kind invitation to his house; whereupon I took horse
and rode to Aleppo, The loaded camels followed next day,
and went with their cargoes to the custom-house.
GENERAL REMARKS ON THE PASSAGE OVER THE DESERT.
I have been the more particular in making my observations
on the nature of the soil as we passed along, because this
desert has generally been represented as a level sandy plain;
whereas in reality the greatest part is a hard sandy gravel
like some of our heaths in England. In some places it is
full of large loose stones, and in others full of small hills,
which are more barren than the valleys or plains, for these
are generally full of shrubs, and the lower the situation the
more green they are. However, these are but few in com-
parison of the rest, for the greatest part are dry and parched
by the heat of the sun, insomuch that they will take fire as
readily as shavings; and yet these are all the food the camels
have to live upon. All the hills between Busserah and Tayba
seem to be little else but stones.
There is no want of water, as is commonly supposed, when
you travel the common track; but then it is generally bad,
and therefore it is the quality but not the quantity that is
most to be complained of. Even the very best is soon rendred
unfit for present drinking; for when you come to a pool,
everyone is for taking care of his own camels, and therefore
as many of these plunge in at [a] time, that the water soon
becomes muddy and unfit for use. However, necessity has
no law, for I have been forced to take up with it, and have
drank it as thick as Turks do their coffee, who, it is well
known, always shake the pot before they pour it out;
insomuch that I am not certain whether or no I have not